
 
 

MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL 
THURSDAY, 8 MARCH 2018 

Held at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Rushcliffe Arena, Rugby Road, West Bridgford 
 

PRESENT: 
 Councillor B Cooper (Mayor) 

Councillor Mrs M Stockwood (Deputy Mayor) 
 
Councillors R Adair, K Beardsall, A Brown, B Buschman, R Butler, H Chewings, 
T Combellack, G Davidson, N Clarke, J Cottee, J Donoghue, M Edwards, A Edyvean, 
J Greenwood, S Hull, R Inglis, R Jones, Mrs C Jeffreys, N Lawrence, J Lungley, 
A MacInnes, Mrs M Males, R Mallender, S Matthews, G Moore, A Phillips, L Plant, 
F Purdue-Horan, S J Robinson, J Stockwood, J Thurman, R Upton, G Wheeler and 
J Wheeler 

 
 OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 D Banks Executive Manager - Neighbourhoods 
 J Crowle Solicitor 
 A Graham Chief Executive 
 P Linfield Executive Manager - Finance and Corporate 

Services 
 K Marriott Executive Manager - Transformation and 

Operations 
 D Mitchell Executive Manager - Communities 
 G O'Connell Monitoring Officer  
 C Caven-Atack Performance, Reputation and Constitutional 

Services Manager 
 
 APOLOGIES: 

Councillors M Buckle, R Hetherington, K Khan, S Mallender and D Mason 
 

 
 Opening Prayer 

 
 The Meeting was led in prayer by the Mayor's Chaplain, Reverend Andrew Stewart.   

 
39 Declarations of Interest 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
40 Minutes 

 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7 December were received as a correct 

record and signed by the Mayor. 
 

41 Mayor's Announcements 
 

 The Mayor reported that he had attended 21 interesting and varied events since the 
last meeting of Council. The most memorable of these had been reading to classes 3 
and 4 at Edward Campion Primary School during National Book Week, attending an 
event to celebrate the retirement of Ruddington Brownies Brown Owl, and the speech 



given by the Mayoress at Women’s World Day of Prayer Service on the use, and 
misuse, of plastics. 
 

42 Leader's Announcements 
 

 The Leader advised that that The MJ had released an analysis of a recent Grant 
Thornton study into the Vibrancy of the Local Economy which had placed Rushcliffe in 
first place in the East Midlands for dynamism and opportunity; and in eleventh place 
nationally. The Leader congratulated the Mayor on hosting a very successful Civic 
Dinner last month and thanked officers for their cooperation with the Peer Review 
Challenge Team, the process of which had provided an opportunity for reflection and 
improvement. The Leader also advised that he was in advanced negotiations to bring 
the Tour of Britain to the Borough in September. 
 

43 Chief Executives Announcements 
 

 The Chief Executive thanked both Councillors and members of the public for their 
understanding and cooperation during the period of bad weather last week. 
 

44 Budget and Financial Strategy 2018/19 
 

 The Leader and Portfolio Holder for Strategic and Borough Wide Leadership presented 
the report of the Executive Manager – Finance and Corporate Services that outlined 
the Council’s Budget for 2017/18.  The Leader noted the projects that had successfully 
been completed in the last financial year including the refurbishment and re-opening of 
Bridgford Hall, which was now producing £120,000 of income annually and the 
implementation of 15 employment units in Cotgrave that would provide £100,000 
income annually. The Leader advised that the future presented several challenges and 
uncertainties to be dealt with such as Brexit, the reduction in government funding, the 
lack of clarity with regard of small business rate relief and the closure of Ratcliffe-On-
Soar power station in 2025.  
 
The Leader advised that it was critical that the Council had, and maintained the 
resources to protect itself in case of unforeseen events and was pleased to report that 
the Council currently had £3.25 million in reserves. He was also pleased to report that 
the Council’s financial gap had reduced from £1 million to £0.29 million and that the 
Council was on track to becoming self-sufficient.   The Leader advised that Rushcliffe 
had been given the highest new housing target in Nottinghamshire outside of the City. 
He hoped however, that the successful housing infrastructure grant of £9.9m  that had 
been received from a central government to fund a new main road through the recently 
approved Fairham Pastures development could potentially accelerate the delivery of its 
proposed 3,000 homes, subject to financial negotiations. It was also noted that if 
approved by Council, long term empty homes would receive a premium rate of 200% of 
standard council tax.  
 
The Leader advised that that the new Capital Programme would enable the 
development of sites at Chapel Lane Bingham, Abbey Road West Bridgford and the 
refurbishment of Bingham Leisure Centre. It was also noted that the tree protection and 
promotion project, and the skate park improvement fund would provide positive 
benefits for the communities of Rushcliffe. The Leader advised that despite the report 
recommending an increase in Council Tax, he was pleased to report that the increase 
would still place the Council lowest within the County and in the lowest quartile 
nationwide for its level of Council Tax.  
 
In seconding the recommendations, Councillor Moore thanked all Councillors for their 



attendance and input at the budget consultation workshops and hoped that they could 
see the ideas that they put forward reflected in the proposed Budget. Councillor Moore 
also thanked the Executive Manager – Finance and Corporate Services and the 
Council’s Finance Team for their efforts over the last few months to deliver a balanced 
budget for the Council. 
 
Councillor MacInnes noted that this was the most demanding and challenging Budget 
that the Council had had to deliver. However, he felt confident that the Council was 
entering the new financial year in a strong financial position mainly due to the creation 
of new income streams, enabling the Council to strengthen its reserves whilst 
continuing to deliver a healthy Capital Programme and quality services to residents. 
Councillor MacInnes asked Councillor Robinson to confirm if the Council would be 
honouring the 2% pay increase for Council staff this year. 
 
Councillor Davidson noted the benefits of all Councillors working together at the budget 
consultation workshops resulting in this Council being in a much stronger financial 
position than many others. 
 
Councillor R Mallender also commented on the productive nature of the budget 
consultation workshops whilst Councillor Jones congratulated officers on gaining 
additional funding  to help the Council deliver its objectives in terms of the growth 
agenda. He also welcomed the increase to the homelessness fund, disabled facilities 
grants and that progress appeared to be being made on relocating the Council’s depot 
from Abbey Road. 
 
The Leader responded to Councillor MacInnes’ direct question to confirm that the 
Council would be honouring the national pay deal for officers. 
 
In accordance with the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2014, a recorded vote was taken for this item as follows:- 
 
FOR: Councillors R A Adair, K P Beardsall, B R Buschman, R L Butler, H A Chewings, 
J N Clarke, T Combellack, J E Cottee, L B Cooper, G Davidson, J Donoghue, M J 
Edwards, A J Edyvean, J E Greenwood, S J Hull, R A Inglis, Mrs C E M Jeffreys, R M 
Jones, N C Lawrence, E J Lungley, A MacInnes, Mrs M M Males, G R Mallender, S C 
Matthews, G S Moore, A Phillips, E A Plant, F A Purdue-Horan, S J Robinson, J A 
Stockwood, Mrs M Stockwood, J E Thurman, R G Upton, D G Wheeler, J G A Wheeler 
 
AGAINST: None 
 
ABSTENTION: None 
 
It was RESOLVED that:  
 

a) the report of the Council’s Responsible Financial Officer on the robustness of 
the Council’s budget and the adequacy of  its reserves be noted. 

 
b) the Budget setting report and associated financial strategies for 2018/19 to 

2022/23, including the Transformation Strategy and the Efficiency Statement to 
deliver efficiencies over the five year period, be adopted.  

 
c) the Capital Programme be adopted. 

 
d) the Capital and Investment Strategy and associated prudential indicators be 

approved and adopted. 



 
e) Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Council Tax for 2018/19, for a Band D property, be 

set at £132.84. 
 

f) the Special Expenses for West Bridgford, Ruddington and Keyworth, be set 
resulting in the following Band D Council Tax levels for the Special Expense 
areas of:  

 
i. West Bridgford £48.51  
ii. Keyworth £1.46  
iii. Ruddington £3.40 

 
g) with regards to e) and f) above that the associated Council Tax Bands be set in 

accordance with the formula in section 36(1) of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992. 

 
h) the 2018/19 Pay Policy be adopted. 

 
45 Council Tax for 2018/19 

 
 The Leader and Portfolio Holder for Strategic and Borough Wide Leadership presented 

the report of the Executive Manager – Finance and Corporate Services that set out the 
statutory Council Tax Resolution for 2018/19. It was noted that the resolution was a 
statutory requirement for billing authorities to approve prior to the billing and collection 
of Council Tax for the forthcoming financial year. 
  
The resolution consolidated the precepts of Nottinghamshire County Council, 
Nottinghamshire Police and Crime Commissioner, Nottinghamshire Fire Authority, 
Rushcliffe Borough Council and individual Town and Parish Councils. The 
recommendations were seconded by Councillor Moore. 
 
It was RESOLVED that it be noted that the Council calculated the following amounts 
for the year 2018/19 in accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992 as 
amended (the “Act”); 
 

a) Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Council Tax Base for 2018/19 has been calculated 
as 42,610.1 [Item T in the formula in Section 31B of the Local Government 
finance Act 1992 as amended by Section 74 of the Localism Act 2011 (the 
“Act”)]; 

 
b) For dwellings in those parts of the Borough to which a Parish Precept relates as 

detailed in Appendix A (ii); 
 

c) The Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 2018/19 
(excluding Parish Precepts) is £5,660,325; 

 
d) That the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 

2018/19 in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992 as amended by Section 74 of the Localism Act 2011; 

 
i. 39,451,381 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council 

estimates for the items set out in Section 31 A (2)(a) to (f) of the Act 
taking into account all precepts issued to it by Parish Councils. (Gross 
expenditure, parish and special expenses, any contingencies, any 
provisions for reserves); 



 
ii. £31,012,302 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council 

estimates for the items set out in Section 31 (A) (3) (a) to (d) of the Act. 
(Gross income, any use of reserves); 

 
iii. £8,439,079 being the amount by which the aggregate at (d)(i) above 

exceeds the aggregate of (d) (ii) above, calculated by the Council, in 
accordance with Section 31A (4) of the Act, as its Council Tax 
Requirement. [Item R in the formula in Section 31B of the Act] 
(Expenditure less income); 

 
iv. £198.05 being the amount at (d) (iii) above [Item R], all divided by Item T 

(a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 31B (1) 
of the Act, as the basic amount of its council tax for the year (including 
parish precepts and special expenses); 

 
v. £2,778,754 being the aggregate amount of the Parish Precepts and 

Special Expenses referred to in Section 34 (3) of the Act. (Total amount 
of parish precepts as per Appendix A(ii); 

 
vi. £132.84 being the amount at (d) (iii) above less (d) (v) above dividing the 

result by item T ((1) (a) above), calculated by the Council, in accordance 
with section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for 
the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no Parish 
Precepts or Special Expenses relate. (i.e. the Borough Council’s precept 
of £5,660,325 divided by the Council Tax base of 42,610.1 this Council’s 
own Council Tax at Band D); 

 
e) That it be noted for the year 2018/19 Nottinghamshire County Council, 

Nottinghamshire Police and Crime Commissioner and Nottinghamshire and City 
of Nottingham Fire Authority have issued precepts in accordance with Section 
40 of the Act for each of the categories of dwellings shown in Table 1 
 

f) That the Council in accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the aggregate amounts shown in 
the Appendices A(i) and A(ii) for 2018/19 for each part of the Borough and for 
each of the categories of dwellings; 

 
g) The Council has determined that its relevant basic amount of Council Tax for 

2018/19 is not excessive in accordance with principles approved under Section 
52ZB Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended by the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014). As the billing authority, the Council has not been 
notified by a major precepting authority that its relevant basic amount of Council 
Tax for 2018/19 is excessive and that the billing authority is not required to hold 
a referendum in accordance with Section 52ZK Local Government Finance Act 
1992. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Table 1 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix (i) 
Council Tax to be levied within the Borough for the Year Ending 31 March 2019 

2018/19                                               
PARISH/AREA 

TAX BASE PRECEPT SPECIAL 
CHARGES 

TAX RATE 
PARISH 
AREA 

MAJOR 
PRECEPTS 

COUNCIL 
TAX BAND D 

ASLOCKTON 397.7 7,875               19.80  1,825.17             
1,844.97  

BARTON-IN-
FABIS 

119.8 3,327               27.77  1,825.17             
1,852.94  

BINGHAM  3,490.6 268,280               76.86  1,825.17             
1,902.03  

BRADMORE 167.5 3,022               18.04  1,825.17             
1,843.21  

BUNNY 292.8 18,500               63.18  1,825.17             
1,888.35  

CAR COLSTON 81.9 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

CLIPSTON 31.0 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

COLSTON 
BASSETT 

123.2 9,180               74.51  1,825.17             
1,899.68  

COSTOCK 298.5 14,500               48.58  1,825.17             
1,873.75  

COTGRAVE 2,303.4 214,705               93.21  1,825.17             
1,918.38  

CROPWELL 
BISHOP 

634.5 90,835             143.16  1,825.17             
1,968.33  

CROPWELL 
BUTLER 

337.7 12,188               36.09  1,825.17             
1,861.26  

EAST 
BRIDGFORD 

814.7 38,288               47.00  1,825.17             
1,872.17  

EAST LEAKE 2,925.0 265,606               90.81  1,825.17             
1,915.98  

ELTON-ON-THE-
HILL 

45.3 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

FLAWBOROUGH 26.3 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

FLINTHAM 211.1 13,260               62.81  1,825.17             
1,887.98  

GOTHAM 600.8 37,398               62.25  1,825.17             
1,887.42  

GRANBY-CUM-
SUTTON 

175.5 10,198               58.11  1,825.17             
1,883.28  

HAWKSWORTH 66.9 9,920             148.28  1,825.17             
1,973.45  

HICKLING 249.4 7,230               28.99  1,825.17             
1,854.16  

Band Rushcliffe 
Borough 
Council 

Nottinghamshire 
County Council 

Nottinghamshire 
Police & Crime 
Commissioner 

Nottingham and 
Nottinghamshire 
Fire Authority 

Total 

 £ £ £ £ £ 

A 88.56 946.29 130.26 51.67 1,216.78 

B 103.32 1104.00 151.97 60.29 1,419.58 

C 118.08 1261.72 173.68 68.90 1,622.38 

D 132.84 1419.43 195.39 77.51 1,825.17 

E 162.36 1734.86 238.81 94.73 2,230.76 

F 191.88 2050.29 282.23 111.96 2,636.36 

G 221.40 2365.72 325.65 129.18 3,041.95 

H 265.68 2838.86 390.78 155.02 3,650.34 



HOLME 
PIERREPONT & 
GAMSTON 

1,085.7 37,900               34.91  1,825.17             
1,860.08  

KEYWORTH 2,603.6 173,390 3,800             68.06  1,825.17             
1,893.23  

KINGSTON-ON-
SOAR 

127.8 4,100               32.08  1,825.17             
1,857.25  

KINOULTON 422.7 6,500               15.38  1,825.17             
1,840.55  

KNEETON 21.9 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

LANGAR-CUM-
BARNSTONE 

344.7 35,477             102.92  1,825.17             
1,928.09  

NEWTON 301.2 15,470               51.36  1,825.17             
1,876.53  

NORMANTON-
ON-SOAR 

187.5 13,351               71.21  1,825.17             
1,896.38  

NORMANTON-
ON-THE-WOLDS 

152.3 7,296               47.91  1,825.17             
1,873.08  

ORSTON 218.2 9,046               41.46  1,825.17             
1,866.63  

OWTHORPE 47.6 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

PLUMTREE 121.8 4,800               39.41  1,825.17             
1,864.58  

RADCLIFFE-ON-
TRENT  

3,205.7 300,118               93.62  1,825.17             
1,918.79  

RATCLIFFE-ON-
SOAR 

53.2 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

REMPSTONE 201.7 5,088               25.23  1,825.17             
1,850.40  

RUDDINGTON 2,680.2 297,315 9,100           114.33  1,825.17             
1,939.50  

SAXONDALE 14.1 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

SCARRINGTON 84.6 750                 8.87  1,825.17             
1,834.04  

SCREVETON 69.4 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

SHELFORD  116.0 8,790               75.78  1,825.17             
1,900.95  

SHELTON 62.3 500                 8.03  1,825.17             
1,833.20  

SIBTHORPE 58.4 1,600               27.40  1,825.17             
1,852.57  

STANFORD-ON-
SOAR 

63.4 5,125               80.84  1,825.17             
1,906.01  

STANTON-ON-
THE-WOLDS 

213.7 6,150               28.78  1,825.17             
1,853.95  

SUTTON 
BONINGTON 

646.2 25,801               39.93  1,825.17             
1,865.10  

THOROTON 65.0 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

THRUMPTON 71.6 3,575               49.93  1,825.17             
1,875.10  

TOLLERTON 806.8 55,950               69.35  1,825.17             
1,894.52  

UPPER 
BROUGHTON 

161.9 8,500               52.50  1,825.17             
1,877.67  

WEST 
BRIDGFORD  

13,865.3 0 672,600             48.51  1,825.17             
1,873.68  

WEST LEAKE 67.5 2,033               30.12  1,825.17             
1,855.29  

WHATTON-IN-
THE-VALE 

368.9 12,035               32.62  1,825.17             
1,857.79  

WIDMERPOOL 170.2 5,878               34.54  1,825.17             
1,859.71  

WILLOUGHBY-
ON-WOLDS 

280.6 10,606               37.80  1,825.17             
1,862.97  

WIVERTON & 
TITHBY 

52.7 0   0.00  1,825.17             
1,825.17  

WYSALL & 
THORPE IN THE 
GLEBE 

202.1 11,798               58.38  1,825.17             
1,883.55  

TOTAL 
RUSHCLIFFE 

42,610.1 2,093,254 685,500             65.21               
1,825.17  

            
1,890.38  



BOROUGH 
COUNCIL 

  
 
Appendix A (ii) 
 
ALL PRECEPTS  

 

  COUNCIL TAX BAND    
PARISH AREA 

 

 

A B C D E F G H 
ASLOCKTON 1,229.98 1,434.98 1,639.98 1,844.97 2,254.96 2,664.96 3,074.95 3,689.94 

BARTON-IN-FABIS 1,235.29 1,441.18 1,647.06 1,852.94 2,264.70 2,676.47 3,088.23 3,705.88 

BINGHAM  1,268.02 1,479.36 1,690.70 1,902.03 2,324.70 2,747.38 3,170.05 3,804.06 

BRADMORE 1,228.81 1,433.61 1,638.42 1,843.21 2,252.81 2,662.42 3,072.02 3,686.42 

BUNNY 1,258.90 1,468.72 1,678.54 1,888.35 2,307.98 2,727.62 3,147.25 3,776.70 

CAR COLSTON 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

CLIPSTON 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

COLSTON BASSETT 1,266.45 1,477.53 1,688.61 1,899.68 2,321.83 2,743.99 3,166.13 3,799.36 

COSTOCK 1,249.17 1,457.36 1,665.56 1,873.75 2,290.14 2,706.53 3,122.92 3,747.50 

COTGRAVE 1,278.92 1,492.08 1,705.23 1,918.38 2,344.68 2,771.00 3,197.30 3,836.76 

CROPWELL BISHOP 1,312.22 1,530.93 1,749.63 1,968.33 2,405.73 2,843.15 3,280.55 3,936.66 

CROPWELL BUTLER 1,240.84 1,447.65 1,654.46 1,861.26 2,274.87 2,688.49 3,102.10 3,722.52 

EAST BRIDGFORD 1,248.11 1,456.14 1,664.16 1,872.17 2,288.20 2,704.25 3,120.28 3,744.34 

EAST LEAKE 1,277.32 1,490.21 1,703.10 1,915.98 2,341.75 2,767.53 3,193.30 3,831.96 

ELTON-ON-THE-HILL 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

FLAWBOROUGH 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

FLINTHAM 1,258.65 1,468.43 1,678.21 1,887.98 2,307.53 2,727.09 3,146.63 3,775.96 

GOTHAM 1,258.28 1,468.00 1,677.71 1,887.42 2,306.84 2,726.28 3,145.70 3,774.84 

GRANBY-CUM-SUTTON 1,255.52 1,464.78 1,674.03 1,883.28 2,301.78 2,720.30 3,138.80 3,766.56 

HAWKSWORTH 1,315.63 1,534.91 1,754.18 1,973.45 2,411.99 2,850.54 3,289.08 3,946.90 

HICKLING 1,236.11 1,442.13 1,648.15 1,854.16 2,266.19 2,678.23 3,090.27 3,708.32 

HOLME PIERREPONT & 

GAMSTON 1,240.05 1,446.73 1,653.41 1,860.08 2,273.43 2,686.79 3,100.13 3,720.16 

KEYWORTH 1,262.15 1,472.52 1,682.88 1,893.23 2,313.94 2,734.67 3,155.38 3,786.46 

KINGSTON-ON-SOAR 1,238.17 1,444.53 1,650.90 1,857.25 2,269.97 2,682.70 3,095.42 3,714.50 

KINOULTON 1,227.03 1,431.54 1,636.05 1,840.55 2,249.56 2,658.58 3,067.58 3,681.10 

KNEETON 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

LANGAR-CUM-

BARNSTONE 1,285.39 1,499.63 1,713.86 1,928.09 2,356.55 2,785.02 3,213.48 3,856.18 

NEWTON 1,251.02 1,459.53 1,668.03 1,876.53 2,293.53 2,710.55 3,127.55 3,753.06 

NORMANTON-ON-SOAR 1,264.25 1,474.97 1,685.68 1,896.38 2,317.79 2,739.22 3,160.63 3,792.76 

NORMANTON-ON-THE-

WOLDS 1,248.72 1,456.84 1,664.97 1,873.08 2,289.32 2,705.56 3,121.80 3,746.16 

ORSTON 1,244.42 1,451.83 1,659.23 1,866.63 2,281.43 2,696.25 3,111.05 3,733.26 

OWTHORPE 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

PLUMTREE 1,243.05 1,450.23 1,657.41 1,864.58 2,278.93 2,693.29 3,107.63 3,729.16 

RADCLIFFE-ON-TRENT  1,279.19 1,492.40 1,705.60 1,918.79 2,345.18 2,771.59 3,197.98 3,837.58 

RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

REMPSTONE 1,233.60 1,439.20 1,644.81 1,850.40 2,261.60 2,672.80 3,084.00 3,700.80 

RUDDINGTON  1,293.00 1,508.50 1,724.00 1,939.50 2,370.50 2,801.50 3,232.50 3,879.00 

SAXONDALE 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

SCARRINGTON 1,222.69 1,426.48 1,630.26 1,834.04 2,241.60 2,649.17 3,056.73 3,668.08 

SCREVETON 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

SHELFORD  1,267.30 1,478.52 1,689.74 1,900.95 2,323.38 2,745.82 3,168.25 3,801.90 

SHELTON 1,222.13 1,425.83 1,629.52 1,833.20 2,240.57 2,647.96 3,055.33 3,666.40 

SIBTHORPE 1,235.05 1,440.89 1,646.74 1,852.57 2,264.25 2,675.94 3,087.62 3,705.14 

STANFORD-ON-SOAR 1,270.67 1,482.46 1,694.24 1,906.01 2,329.56 2,753.13 3,176.68 3,812.02 

STANTON-ON-THE-

WOLDS 1,235.97 1,441.96 1,647.96 1,853.95 2,265.94 2,677.93 3,089.92 3,707.90 

SUTTON BONINGTON 1,243.40 1,450.64 1,657.87 1,865.10 2,279.56 2,694.04 3,108.50 3,730.20 

THOROTON 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 

THRUMPTON 1,250.07 1,458.41 1,666.76 1,875.10 2,291.79 2,708.48 3,125.17 3,750.20 

TOLLERTON 1,263.01 1,473.52 1,684.02 1,894.52 2,315.52 2,736.53 3,157.53 3,789.04 

UPPER BROUGHTON 1,251.78 1,460.41 1,669.05 1,877.67 2,294.93 2,712.19 3,129.45 3,755.34 

WEST BRIDGFORD  1,249.12 1,457.31 1,665.50 1,873.68 2,290.05 2,706.43 3,122.80 3,747.36 

WEST LEAKE 1,236.86 1,443.01 1,649.15 1,855.29 2,267.57 2,679.87 3,092.15 3,710.58 

WHATTON-IN-THE-VALE 1,238.53 1,444.95 1,651.38 1,857.79 2,270.63 2,683.48 3,096.32 3,715.58 

WIDMERPOOL 1,239.81 1,446.44 1,653.08 1,859.71 2,272.98 2,686.25 3,099.52 3,719.42 

WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-

WOLDS 1,241.98 1,448.98 1,655.98 1,862.97 2,276.96 2,690.96 3,104.95 3,725.94 

WIVERTON & TITHBY 1,216.78 1,419.58 1,622.38 1,825.17 2,230.76 2,636.36 3,041.95 3,650.34 



WYSALL & THORPE IN 

THE GLEBE 1,255.70 1,464.99 1,674.27 1,883.55 2,302.11 2,720.69 3,139.25 3,767.10 
 

 
46 Review of the Council’s Constitution 

 
 Pursuant to Cabinet Minute No.43 (2017/18), the Portfolio Holder for Finance 

presented the report of the Monitoring Officer to provide information on the outcome of 
the review of, and to seek approval for proposed revisions to the Council’s Constitution. 
It was noted that Cabinet and Council had approved a full review of the Council’s 
Constitution that had led to the formation of a Task and Finish Group. The Task and 
Finish Group in its work had considered all parts of the current Constitution with the 
objective to making changes that would change the Constitution from being a large 
static document to one, which would bring relevant material to the immediate attention 
of Councillors, Officers and members of the public. The Portfolio Holder advised that 
Cabinet had already approved the Task and Finish Group’s recommended changes to 
the Constitution in respect of executive matters (Cabinet Minute No.43, 2017/18). 
 
The Portfolio Holder advised that the review of the Constitution had been conducted in 
a practical manner over a challenging timescale of one year but was pleased to note 
that the review had been completed on time and had created a document fit for the 
21st Century. The Portfolio Holder thanked the Monitoring Officer and the members of 
the Task and Finish Group for their work in reviewing the Constitution.  
 
In seconding the recommendations Councillor Beardsall, who had been the lead 
member of the Task and Finish Group, advised that the main changes being proposed 
to the Constitution included the deletion of the Articles, with relevant information from 
them being transferred to other parts of the Constitution, and the use of electronic links 
to make the constitution more accessible on electronic devices. Workshops, which had 
been open to all Councillors, had also been held where the proposed changes to the 
Constitution been shared and discussed. It was noted that the feedback received from 
the workshops had shown broad support for the proposed model for Public Questions 
at Council and Cabinet, for Opposition Groups to ask questions at Cabinet and for a 
definition of the leader of the opposition to be included in a revised Constitution. 
Councillor Beardsall noted the contribution of Councillors and Officers in the review and 
thanked them for their hard work and cooperation in assisting with the production of the 
revised Constitution. 
 
Councillor MacInnes was pleased to report that the review of the constitution had been 
completed on time and thanked the Monitoring Officer for his effort in helping to 
produce the revised document. Councillors Davidson, R Mallender and Jones noted 
their full support for the recommendations contained within the report on the changes 
to update the Constitution that would make it a more user-friendly document and 
welcomed the implementation of public and opposition questions at Cabinet and 
Council.   
 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 

a) the proposed revisions to the Council’s Constitution be approved. 
 

b) the model scheme for public questions at Council, as set out at Appendix A of 
the officer’s report, be approved for an initial twelve month trial period. 

 
c) the model scheme for Opposition Groups’ questions at Cabinet, as set out at 

Appendix B of the officer’s report, be adopted for use by the Cabinet, for an 
initial twelve-month trial period. 



 
d) a definition of the leader of the main opposition group, as detailed Appendix C of 

the officer’s  report, be inserted into the proposed revisions of the Constitution, 
and that the other references to that role in the proposed revisions be adopted 
with the exception of the rights to ask questions contained within the proposed 
revised standing orders for Overview and Scrutiny and for Cabinet.  

 
 

47 Notices of Motion 
 

 a) The following motion was moved by Councillor Edwards and seconded by 
Councillor Plant.  
 
“This meeting of the Council: 
 

 recognises the hard work already undertaken by Portfolio Holders and the Chief 
Executive to develop the key strategic sites in the Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 1 to 
reach the target of building over 13,000 new houses by 2028; 

 

 is concerned that the Local Plan’s vision that up to 30% of the target being 
affordable homes – including homes for social rent – is not likely to be achieved 
on the basis of experience so far at Fairham Pastures (Land south of Clifton) 
given the growing shortfall of genuinely affordable housing to buy and social 
housing to rent in the Borough;  

 
and 

 

 calls upon the Council to publish clarification that we reasonably expect 
developers and applicants to come forward with schemes that are viable with a 
minimum of 20% of affordable homes – including homes for social rent – 
towards the target of 30%.” 

 
Councillor Edwards in proposing the motion asked for the Council to adhere to the 
principles set out in the Local Plan Part 1 with regard to affordable housing. Councillor 
Plant in seconding the motion reiterated that the motion was not asking for anything 
that had not already been agreed  and was asking for the Council to publish 
clarification of our expectations of the percentage of affordable homes, including social 
houses to rent. Councillor Plant noted the severe problem of affordability of housing for 
those on average and below average wages in the Borough and the difficulties that this 
created for families and communities.  Councillor Plant noted that many people would 
never be able to afford to buy a house in Rushcliffe but that they deserved a decent 
house with affordable rent. Councillor Plant noted that a good mix of affordable housing 
solutions would create better and more cohesive communities across the Borough and 
urged the Council to adhere to the vision outlined in the Local Plan Part 1, of the 30% 
of target being of new houses being affordable homes 
 
Councillor Robinson acknowledged that there was a housing crisis in terms of 
affordability in Rushcliffe and agreed with the first two points raised by Councillor 
Edwards. Councillor Robinson noted that with the additional £9.9 million infrastructure 
funding recently awarded to the Council, he felt confident that the percentage of 
affordable homes delivered in the Borough would increase. Councillor Robinson 
disagreed with the final point of the motion, which was why he would be unable to 
support it and advised that Rushcliffe was more successful in delivering affordable 
housing on new developments than other neighbouring authorities and that the 
evidence confirmed that the Council was already delivering where others were not on 



affordable housing provision. 
 
 
Councillor Upton praised the work of officers to deliver on the Council’s affordable 
housing target but noted that not all sites were appropriate for 30% affordable housing. 
Councillor Upton noted that the Council had delivered 430 affordable homes between 
2009 and 2017 and anticipated an additional 805 affordable homes would be delivered 
before 2022. 
 
Councillor Edwards thanked Councillors Robinson and Upton for their responses and 
welcomed the more detailed figures on affordable housing that they had provided 
 
On being put to the vote the motion was declared lost. 
 
b) The following motion was moved by Councillor Robinson and seconded by 
Councillor Inglis.  
 
“This Council recognises the importance of neighbourhood plans in facilitating and 
enabling local communities to communicate their preferences and needs to 
accommodate growth. However it calls upon the Government to ensure local 
communities are not placed at risk of unwanted development due to a lack of delivery 
of a five year land supply especially where the land supply is calculated for the benefit 
of areas outside the Borough Council boundary.” 
 
Following the proposal from Councillor Robinson, Councillor Inglis seconded the 
motion and noted his experience in the development of the Keyworth neighbourhood 
plan that had allowed his community to influence the future development of where they 
live and work. 
 
Councillor MacInnes empathised with communities who had gone to the trouble of 
creating a neighbourhood plan that then appeared to be ignored due to problems 
outside of the Borough Council’s control. 
 
Councillor Thurman advised that as East Leake, his ward, had created the first 
neighbourhood plan in Rushcliffe, they had also been the first to experience many of 
the problems. Councillor Combellack noted that many of the villages covered by her 
ward were considering creating neighbourhood plans but were concerned about how 
they could be subsequently enforced in the current planning environment. Councillor 
Upton noted his experience of creating the Radcliffe-on-Trent neighbourhood plan 
agreed that neighbourhood plans deserved more power.  
 
Councillor Robinson thanked Councillors for sharing their experiences and advised that 
this motion sent a clear message to Central Government that neighbourhood plans 
were an essential part in shaping the future of the Borough. 
 
On being put to the vote the motion was declared carried. 
 
c) The following motion was moved by Councillor Robinson and seconded by 
Councillor Phillips.  
 
“Following the recent announcement that this Authority is to benefit from the support of 
£9.9 million housing infrastructure and £300,000 Land release funding, this Council 
endorses and supports the work of members and officers to maximise income 
opportunities to support the delivery of housing and growth in the Borough.” 
 



In proposing this motion, Councillor Robinson announced that he would like to alter the 
motion, as suggested prior to the meeting by Councillor Davidson, to read: 
 
“Following the recent announcement that this Authority is to benefit from the support of 
£9.9 million housing infrastructure and £300,000 Land release funding, this Council 
endorses and supports the work of members and officers to maximise income 
opportunities to support the delivery of housing (including affordable housing) and 
growth in the Borough.” In accordance with Rule of Procedure 14.7 the alteration to the 
motion was accepted by the meeting.  
 
Councillor Phillips in seconding the motion welcomed the recent housing infrastructure 
funding of £9.9 million and advised that this would increase the probability of the 
Council achieving its target of delivering 30% affordable housing on this site. 
 
Councillors Davidson and Edwards supported the alteration to the motion and advised 
that they would like to see affordable housing covering a range of different affordability 
solutions such as social housing. 
 
On being put to the vote the motion was declared carried. 
 

48 Questions 
 

 a) Question from Councillor S Mallender to Councillor Combellack  
 
“Would the Chairman of the Community Development Group agree that, as part of their 
current work on reducing single use plastics, they include looking how Rushcliffe 
Borough Council, working with local partners, may encourage local businesses and 
other organisations in the borough to make available a network of community refill 
points for drinking water and to publicise these to the public?”  
 
Councillor Combellack responded by stating that the Community Development Group 
had agreed to request an update on the reduction of single use plastics in six months 
at which point there would be an opportunity for the group to consider this request. 
 
Supplementary question  
 
Councillor S Mallender asked Councillor Combellack whether water fountains could be 
made available in Rushcliffe Borough Council public buildings.  
 
Councillor Combellack responded by stating that this request would also be discussed 
at the Community Development Group meeting. 
 
b) Question from Councillor R Mallender to Councillor Robinson  
 
“What is Rushcliffe administration's view of the latest moves by the County Council to 
become a unitary authority?” 
 
Councillor Robinson referred Councillor Mallender to the notes of the last Council 
meeting where a similar point had been raised. 
  
Supplementary Question  
  
Councillor R Mallender asked Councillor Robinson whether he felt that any expansion 
of the City boundary would be counter to economic growth in the Borough.  
  



Councillor Robinson stated that the Council would objectively consider any 
reorganisation plans that were submitted in the future. 
 
c) Question from Councillor Plant to Councillor Upton 
   
"Could the Portfolio Holder tell me how many inspections of privately rented property in 
the Borough have been carried out in the past year?" 
  
Councillor Upton responded by stating that 261 privately rented properties had been 
inspected last year.  
  
Supplementary Question  
  
Councillor Plant asked Councillor Upton if there had been any prosecutions as a result 
of those inspections.  
  
Councillor Upton responded by stating that 31 properties had raised some concern 
however, all issues had been resolved by negotiation with no further action being 
required.  
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.59 pm. 

 
 

MAYOR 


